I-A-M
I arrived late one September evening to the I-A-M (Institute für Alles Mögliche/institute for all things) situated in the Wedding district of Berlin between the two U-Bahn stations of Wedding and Nauener Platz to be met by Stefan who showed me the space and was tolerant of my limited computer knowledge in linking my laptop to the in-place Wi-Fi. After some shuffling I made up my bed with the linen supplied and woke next morning to the necessary shopping that had to be done to sustain existence and get down to work. As my original plan had been to stay for six weeks (interrupted and reduced to a month due to a family situation) I bought a month long, all transport system ticket that enabled me to travel without thinking throughout Berlin and in whichever way I wished; U-Bahn, tram, S-Bahn or bus. This afforded me the opportunity to visit numerous museums and galleries, concert halls and shops.

I had been to Berlin before and had a rough idea as to how things worked but this long stay gave me the opportunity to get to know one of the great city’s of the world even better. If Berlin does not stimulate you to make art nothing will! Construction, development, change and progress are an intricate part of what Berlin is experiencing and will continue for sometime to come as the city changes from a divided environment to a homogenous whole. So, expect to avoid road-works, holes in the ground and disruption of services as things are in flux here.

I managed ten; small, acrylic on paper studies in my month here and if one of them takes me in a new direction I will be happy. I-A-M is basic so do not expect a luxurious environment. No oven (the gourmet in me suffered so a free-standing counter oven would be a good idea) no washing-machine (and nowhere to hang washing anyway; I used the residency ladder) and only simple, domestic equipment. As previously mentioned it has Wi-Fi so you can connect to the world if you wish. The shower is surprisingly efficient even though it is situated in the kitchen area and the bed when opened to its full size is more than comfortable. There is a dishwasher the first such appliance I have ever had the privilege to use on an artists’ residency. I was supplied with two excellent work tables and the space is comfortable to work in and very warm for those here during winter. In all honesty the residency is more suited to a younger artist (I’m not being patronising here, just realistic) and not someone like me and of my age who has become used to a certain way of living, set in their ways and likes it like that all the time. I like the challenge of a new space but there are some things.... Also, it would suit an artist with an interest in community and environment as the stay-at-home, Romantic painter might find it tough going unless of course they’re interested in urban images of a sparse nature or have a particular subject matter planned. In saying that there are art activities going on around the I-A-M residency (a new gallery opened up the street while I was here) but a more adventurous type of artist than me would be better geared to sniffing them out. Also, Berlin contains some really great art museums so there’s really no excuse not to be stimulated and travelling to and arriving at them is one of the easiest things to do as the Berlin public transport system is a work of art in itself. 
If your maxim is ‘keep it simple’ then this residency is for you. Not expensive and conveniently placed to the centre of the city; bring the right attitude to the residency and it can be nothing but successful.
Samuel Walsh, Berlin, October 2012 
PS: By the way, a previously mentioned all night bar across the road no longer exists which may come as a great disappointment to some and a relief to others! Also, on a number of occasions I did not have the odd 5c/2c/1c to help the cashier in a supermarket or shop and the custom was to write it off. This would be unusual in Ireland but it’s amazing here. On one occasion I even tried to return the sum having gained it along the way and it was politely refused! Welcome to Berlin!
